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The reason for publishing this journal is to encourage youth to mature
in the Lord. We desire all to be challenged to seek the reality of God in
their own lives. We hope you will see, by the testimony of many youth,
a Christian life that radiates the power of God. God’s desire for all of us
Is much more than to escape Hell. It is for us to live a victorious life by
abiding in Christ. All material will be edited with this goal in mind.
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Interview
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Let the Little Children Come:

The Story of Evangel Children’s Home
An Interview with Ruth Sundquist

ABIDE: How did you become a Christian?

RUTH SUNDQUIST: | was brought up in a non-
Christian home. | thought | was a Christian, be-
cause my parents were good. We didn’t smoke or
drink or rob any banks or anything, so we took it
for granted we were Christians.

When | was seventeen, my older sister got ac-
guainted with another girl who took her to a re-
vival meeting. She accepted the Lord as her Sav-
ior and came home and told us.

Of course, | didn’t understand. | thought I was
already a Christian, so why did I need to be
saved? But my mother had been very bitter, an-
gry, and upset most of her life, and she turned to
the Lord. Her life was so changed—a complete
change—I knew | wanted her God to be my God.
That’s when | accepted the Lord as my Savior.

How did you get involved in mission
work?

When | was twenty years old, | went to Moody
Bible Institute. | had not planned on going into
missionary work—anything but that, I felt. But
we heard so much about missionary work, and |
was wondering what the Lord wanted me to do
with my life. I really prayed about it and was
open to the Lord’s leading. | kept asking Him—
especially as graduation drew near—to show me

My mother’s life was so
changed, | wanted her God
to be my God. That’s when

| accepted the Lord as
my Savior.

very definitely what He wanted me to do.

Then one evening as we were in prayer meeting,
the Lord spoke to me in a voice, calling my
name. He asked if would I be willing to go to
China to do orphanage work for Him. | said yes,
and my heart thrilled with joy and peace. | knew
that was what He wanted me to do.

That was in November 1941. In December came
World War Il. So, the door to China closed. |
think that's why the Lord made it so definite, be-
cause it was a long time before I got to China.

I had already told my church the Lord was call-
ing me to go to China. When the doors to China
closed, the church suggested | go up to a Free
Church work in the mountains of Kentucky. So |
went to work there for four years until China
opened.

What happened when you finally went to
China?

When I first got to China, there were already or-
phanages established. | often went out to the or-
phanage to try to teach English. But in 1949, two
years after arriving there, the Communists took
over. We had to move from Canton to Hong
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Kong. In Hong Kong, there wasn’t any orphan-
age work, and people felt that | should go into
young people’s work. They felt that the Commu-
nists would take over Hong Kong next. What was
the point of establishing an orphanage?

When I came home on my first furlough, | was
sick. The doctor said | had tuberculosis in the
lymphatic gland. If I was put under house arrest
by the Communists, | wouldn’t survive, so why
go back? I asked the Lord to please heal me, and
then I would go back and do orphanage work,
even if | had to start an orphanage on my own.

The Lord answered. In a year’s time, | was able
to go back and start an orphanage. We had our
first children in 1956, and the orphanage is still
functioning today.

Did it seem at first that there was no hope
for the orphanage?

Yes. But afterwards, when it seemed Hong Kong
was not going to be taken over by the Commu-
nists, the church out there was willing that we
should go into an institutional work, too.

At first someone said to me, “Well, what about
funds? Have you ever trusted the Lord for
money? How are you going to take care of that?”

| said, “Well, I don't know, because | never have
had to trust the Lord for funds. The Lord has al-
ways supplied.”

The Mission Headquarters said, “Well, you can
advertise for it, and ask for support. But we don’t
promise you any; you’'ll have to get your own.”

| said, “Well, Lord, You’'ll have to take care of
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that. I'll start the orphanage, and You supply the
funds.” And He did.

It was supplied through Wilbur Nelson’s Morn-
ing Chapel Hour broadcasts. He had felt bur-
dened to do something for an orphanage in Asia.
He heard about ours and was willing to take on
the support. So he did the fundraising, and I did
the managing of the children’s home.

| had tuberculosis
In the lymphatic gland.
If I was put under house
arrest by the Communists,
| would probably die.

Was this for boys and girls?

Yes. Some of the children had a mom or dad liv-
ing who was unable to take care of them. Some
of them were babies left out in the street, and
others were children left with no one to take care
of them.

There was a lot of poverty in Hong Kong at that
time, because so many of the people had left
China when the Communists took over. They
came flooding into Hong Kong to escape the
Communists. They had no place to live but on
the sidewalk and in shacks on the hillside. Be-
cause of it, there was poverty, sickness, and
death, and a great need for someone to take care
of the children.

I had asked the social welfare department if
there really was a need for an orphanage, and
they said, “Oh yes, by all means.” They asked me
to please start it in the city, not out in the coun-
try. They said the children would be more used
to life in the city.

Then they said, “Take children ages two to five,
because there is a babies’ home, and a home for
older children, but there is nothing for the ages
in-between.” So, | started with that age. Then af-
terwards we were asked to take babies too, and
also children who were a little older.
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How long was it be-
fore you started taking
the older children and
the babies?

We started taking babies
in 1960. We knew we
would soon have a larger
place and be able to take
children of all ages. But
mostly, the children who
came were younger. That
way it was easier to mold
them and to help them.

Through those first couple

of years, we had twenty-five children, and the
house we were renting was filled up. The govern-
ment said, “Well, if you show that you really
have a good orphanage, we’ll give you a grant for
land so you can build a larger place.” So we did
that.

After we moved into the larger homes, our num-
bers grew in a hurry—we were up to ninety for a
while. Most of the time there was seventy-two.
Quite a few hundred children have gone through
the children’s home in the years since it was
started.

Of course, we had house-parents for the children
when we were in a larger home. We were divided
into families. There would be about ten to twelve
children in each family, so they got more per-
sonal attention.

What sort of things went on in the or-
phanage? What was it like living there
with the children?

Well, they had their meals, and they had their
fun times. Because we were on the outskirts of
the city, there was lots of places to run out and
play. There was a gravel pit nearby, so it was
open land. I could take the children hiking in the
hills out back. In summertime, we took them to
the beach nearby. And of course, they went to
school.

How did you share the gospel with the
children?

Every evening we had our time of devotions, and
| told them Bible stories. At first, it was only Bi-
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ble stories. Then after the
children were going to
Sunday school, some of
the Sunday school teach-
ers complained to me.
“The children know those
Bible stories better than
we do! Would you tell
them something else be-
sides Bible stories?”

I switched to using flash-
card stories, bringing out
Christian principles. But
the lessons were on the
Bible, and the Christian life, and learning to
pray. Some of the children I led to the Lord, as
they were ready.

Did many come to the Lord like that?

Oh yes, they did when they were little. After they
grew up, | realized some had probably not un-
derstood, because they did not continue with the
Lord. But most of them did or have come back to
the Lord now.

Follow-up work is very important, | think, and
the children should continue in Church and Sun-
day school. Some of those who left early, who did
not continue so long, just turned away.

When you were working at the orphan-
age, how did the Lord make Himself
known to you and the children?

First of all, the Lord led us as far as the location
of the orphanage, finding a house suitable to
rent, and then supplying the funds as time went
on. As different needs came up, we prayed for
them with the children. For one thing, the need
for a telephone—we had an awful time getting a

Some of the Sunday
school teachers complained
to me, “The children know

those Bible stories better
than we do!
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telephone out there. It was one big prayer re-
guest the children were all rejoicing about when
we got our telephone.

In other ways, | was able to share with the chil-
dren some of our needs, and of course, the needs
of the children themselves. Some of them were
sent to different schools. The government
schools were free, but they weren’t very good at
the time.

The Lord opened the doors for some of the chil-
dren to be able to attend Christian schools.
There too, we saw the Lord answer prayer and
provide. The Lord did not just supply funds; He
opened doors and opportunities.

In the earlier days, we would go out at Christmas
time and Chinese New Year and hand out tracts
to the neighbors. Later, as the home grew, we
would give programs for special occasions, and
invite the people from round about to come. It
was a testimony, which the children realized too.
It really meant a lot to them and to all of us.

Is there any one particular child who is
most vivid in your memory or is most
typical of the children who came?

I don’t know if there’s anyone very typical. | re-
member many of them, especially the ones from
early on, because | have had contact with them.

One of them had gotten into all kinds of trouble
after he left the home. But then, just two years
ago, he wrote and told me he had come to know
the Lord, and he gave his testimony. He had
joined a church, and he is going on with the
Lord. He is a lawyer in Canada.

L =
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Another one, who was in and out of trouble all
the time too, still keeps in touch, but I'm not so
sure about his salvation. At least his life doesn’t
show it.

The achievement
Is the children who
have grown up and are
making a mark for
the Lord.

Then, of course, there are those who have a real
testimony for the Lord, like Billy, who came to
the States for college. He went on to Christian
Witness Seminary. He has a Christian Witness
Center in Missouri. He’s a pastor besides head-
ing up this work, which is with the students from
China who are studying in colleges and universi-
ties in Missouri and states nearby. He has been
really used of the Lord.

Some have gone into regular work, but they are
using their time and energy for the Lord, too.

You visited the orphanage not too long
ago. Is it any different now than it was at
first?

These last few years it has really been changed—
not because of the home itself wanted to change,
but because of the government. The government
has opened very small children’s homes in pri-
vate families, having a couple take children in,
like a foster family. Because of this, the govern-
ment has told the orphanages in Hong Kong
they should take children who have behavior
problems.

These children are in so much trouble—the chil-
dren’s home is the last stop. If they don’t make
it, they are sent to juvenile detention centers.
The children are older, and all of them have
problems. Their parents have problems, too.

You see, they do have parents, or at least one
parent, and that parent gives the orphanage a
hard time of it, too. They tell off the house-
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parents because they think they aren’t doing the
right thing. The children are very hard to man-
age.

It is much more difficult now than it was in the
past. But they’re reaching kids who really need
the Lord, and they’re seeing the Lord working in
their lives.

What suggestions would you give for
reaching children? How can we show
them Jesus and His Love?

Well, it depends on the situation and the loca-
tion. For example, if you were in a big city like
Chicago, or any place where there are needy chil-
dren, extend help to them. There are children
from abused families in America, too. I think we
can show them Christ’s love by helping them to
understand God does love them. There is help
for them—the Lord cares.

I think a big way to reach the chil-
dren here in America is through
child evangelism classes, Bible
classes, and Vacation Bible
Schools. Have classes in
parks and public places,
reach out and find if
there are children in
need of help—not only
spiritual help, but
physical help.

What do you think has been the orphan-
age’s greatest achievement since it began?

The greatest achievement is the boys and girls
who have grown up there and are now really
making a mark for the Lord in the world, who
are really living for the Lord, and who are a testi-
mony and a witness for God. He has used the
home. Many have come to know Him because of
the home. They in turn have spread the gospel.
That's the biggest achievement, right?

Ruth Sundquist lives in Crystal Lake, Illinois. If
you have any additional questions for her,
Abide will be happy to forward them. Thanks to
John Pazdziora for conducting and transcrib-
ing the interview by phone.
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A Brief Update

As you probably have wondered, we are rather
late this issue. It takes time to accumulate the
material needed to print. We are very grateful
for those who have submitted articles, but there
has not been an abundance of submissions.

Remember the goal stated in our first issue:

We have chosen to publish a journal because a jour-
nal is, more or less, a periodical designed to give
many people the chance to share their ideas or ex-
periences.

We also chose a journal because we do not think it
would be wise for us (the editors) to be constantly get-
ting up and preaching to others. In addition, it takes
too long for us to write and edit enough high-quality
material to publish on any regular basis.

We do not want to begin a periodical and have to can-
cel issues or add material we feel is low-grade in or-
der to publish on time. We want to provide a platform
for youth to share their visions and burdens. We are
ready to collect, edit, and publish the ideas and testi-
monies of youth.

We encourage all our readers to consider sharing
something to encourage and challenge us all. We
look forward to hearing from you.

We have been blessed to see the Lord provide fi-
nances. Abide is not yet completely funded by
the donations of our readers, but we are steadily
moving that way. Well over 50% of our expenses
are paid for by your donations. Praise the Lord!

Lastly, we are making an effort to increase the
number of subscriptions by at least 50. Doing so
will allow us to receive large discounts on post-
age. We don’t want to just add names, but if you
know of a family that would be blessed by Abide,
send in their name and address, and we will be
happy to add them to our list.

May God bless you as you seek to Abide in Him!

THE EDITORS

Every child has vast potential. They
can grow to be mightily used of
God or of Satan. They watch us. Do
we pay attention?
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Tuesday Night Church

—Kimberly Nolt

Greetings in the blessed name of Jesus! By Him,
we are given eternal life, and we have the privi-
lege to know Him personally! Now our responsi-
bility is to tell others about Him, whether on a
foreign mission field or right at home.

The Lebanon Children’s Ministry or “ Tuesday
Night Church” as our children call us, began in
1998 when God blessed Tim Zeiset and his ef-
forts to begin a ministry for children. | have been
working there regularly since 2002. It has been a
tremendous blessing to me to work toward our
goal—to show the love of Christ to these hurting
children and their parents.

The Program:

Around 6:00pm, we arrive at the building we
call “Jubilee.” We meet inside for a time of shar-
ing thoughts and tips about the lesson. Several
lead in prayer to ask God’s blessing upon our
evening. We cannot go far without the blessing
of the Lord!

After prayer, we split up into our three routes.
The West Route goes to the northwest parts of
town to find their children. Workers on the
Spruce Park Route head into an apartment com-
plex to collect their bunch of youngsters. The
Central Route goes into the homes and teaches
right within the home instead of bringing the
children back to the Jubilee building.

Since | am on the Spruce Park route, I go along
into the apartment com-

plex. We go knocking on

the doors of the homes of
our children and usually

find a handful that enjoy

coming with us.

It's a pleasure to see Kea-
ton’s smile and hear him
say, “Of course I'm go-
ing!” or to smile at little

We go knocking on
the doors of the homes of
our children and usually
find a handful that enjoy
coming with us.
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Jessie’s
excited
chattering.
Perhaps :
Glorimarr or Angelica are coming tonight, or the
two live-wire brothers, Isuki and Chapi. Regard-
less of who comes, we are glad for the opportu-
nity to plant more seeds in the hearts of the chil-
dren.

We take the children back to Jubilee and set up
classes in our different corners. We are teaching
from the Creation to Christ Children’s Edition
right now. We had been making our own lesson
plans before this, so this has been a change. We
have taught the children the basic lesson of
Creation. Now we are working through the Old
Testament, teaching them about God’s purpose
for the world. Since I teach the younger ones, |
pick and chose the stuff I think would be most
beneficial to the children. I do not want them to
get bored with a drawn-out lesson! It has been
working pretty well.

After an hour or so of teaching, we run outside
for a few minutes of tag or another active game
in the big parking lot. Then we pile into the van
and head for home. Many times this driving time
is used to teach new songs or sing old ones.
Jessie’s favorite is “This Little Light of Mine”,
and we are sure to sing it every week she’s along!
Angelica’s favorite is “Come Bless the Lord.” All
the children enjoy the men singing the first part
and the ladies singing the
echo. Somebody is always
sure to pick “Jesus Loves
Me” or “Jesus Loves the
Little Children.”

It is also time to chat
one-on-one with the chil-
dren, to hear a little
about their life, to see
how school is going, and
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to touch base with them.

Our form of punishment for unruly and disobe-
dient children is no snack. Many times we have
had to send a little child home without a snack.

This helps us establish some authority. It works
well as a warning in class. If you tell a child that
they will soon push the limit too far, and won't

get a snack, they will usually calm down a little.

Having made sure our charges are safely at
home, we go back to Jubilee for a time of sharing
about our evening, going over Bible Memoriza-
tion, and having our own snack before going
home.

The People:

I would like to introduce you to my children and
share with you the challenges and blessings that
come with knowing these little children. My
regular students are Keaton, 6, Jessie, 5, and
Chapi, 5. They usually don’t all come on the
same evening, and I'll have one or two at a time.

Keaton comes from a one-parent home. Keaton’s
mother is very open to us. She enjoys visiting
whenever we have a moment or two to spare.
Keaton is full of energy. It is painfully evident
when you try to get him to sit still for the length
of time needed in lessons. He is always ready to
go out and run around the parking lot a couple
of times! Sometimes he acts bored during class,
but he usually can answer the questions well.
Keaton is a very sweet boy and always has lots of
hugs and kisses to share. He often tells me how
much he misses me.

Jessie comes from a sad home
situation. Not too long ago, she
was a very mixed up girl, and | did
not know how to help her. Some
weeks, she dreads going home. We
have to force her to get in the van
with us, and when we drop her off, she just cries.
My heart has felt torn for her. Sometimes | wish
I could pick her up, take her out of that situa-
tion, and give her a real home—a real mother
and father, but I trust the Lord to work in her
family. Jessie is a bouncing little girl. She always
seems full of smiles and fun.

Chapi, and his brother Isuki, 7, don’t come with
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Sometimes | wish | could
pick Jessie up, take her out
of that situation, and give
her a real home—a real
mother and father.

us regularly, but when they do, they are full of
energy. It is a challenge to make the lessons in-
teresting enough to hold
their attention. Even if
they are sitting down
properly, they are
constantly moving.
They come from a
better home, with a
dad and a mom. | be-
lieve they are the biological
parents. However, we haven't had
much time in their home.

Although I don’t teach the older children, |
wanted you to meet Angelica, 13. She is His-
panic. Her family has been involved in witch-
craft, which means there is probably bondage in
her home. I have never met her mother and
don’t know much about her home life, but An-
gelica seems to have a real interest in coming to
church. She’s a lot of fun, and when she gets ex-
cited, she starts talking fast. Sometimes you can
hardly understand her!

I would like to mention one more family: Dawn
is a single mother with two boys, Anthony and
Michael. Dawn knows that she isn’t where she
should be. She knows she’s not being a good
mother. She knows that she needs Jesus Christ
to help her, but she hasn’t been doing anything
about it.

Her boys are little rebels. It is a tremendous
challenge when they come along to class. They
don’t understand authority. They don't listen to
their mom, so when they come with us, their
strong wills clash with ours. They aren’t used to
having a man in authority over them. They need
lots of extra grace, patience and love, yet firm
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Satan is not happy we are
fighting in Lebanon. He
does everything he can to
destroy our ministry.

discipline.

I have learned much from serving the Lord this
way. When | first started, | was overwhelmed at
how good God was to put me in the home He
did. God could easily have put me into a single-
parent home, or a dysfunctional home without
any knowledge of God. He could have placed me
with the gangs on the streets. Instead, He put me
in a Christian home, and brought me to salvation
in Christ. When | feel the crowded town houses,
hear the booming of rock music, and see the ter-
rible things on television, | begin
to understand the broken hearts
and lives of these children, and | §
cannot but tell the Lord that I
want to be used by Him.

The children’s ministry is a
way to get in touch with dif-
ferent cultures. The His-
panic, African-American and
other children we get in
touch with have different
ways of doing things. It has
been good for me to interact
with them.

The Lord has used this ministry to take me out
of my comfort zone. It is a challenge to witness
to others. | am so used to my sheltered life, liv-
ing within a church fellowship and not being
aware of what goes on in the world. It has
opened my eyes to the needs of the world around
us. My worldview has been stretched farther
then it was before. Now | have a vision of what
God can do in the hearts and lives of the people
in Lebanon City.

There are times of discouragement. Sometimes,
the children aren’t very interested in coming to
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church. It is easy to begin questioning myself:
Am | an interesting enough teacher? Why were
the children so hyperactive tonight? Why do
they not want to listen? Are we doing some-
thing wrong? | have struggled with these
thoughts.

Satan is not happy we are fighting in Lebanon.
He does everything he can to destroy our minis-
try. | believe we need to commit the whole mat-
ter to God and trust Him to help us. Without
God, everything that we do is in vain anyway.
We will never prevail against the powers of
darkness which are so prevalent in this world
on our own. But with Christ, we have the
strongest power ever known. We are on the
winning side already. Praise the Lord!

The Lord does allow discouraging times to test
our faith, but He also blesses us with encourag-
ing times and experiences. Once, | worked very
hard with Jessie to help her memorize her Bible
verse. It was very encouraging to me when she
still knew it almost perfectly one week later!
Experiences like these are what | enjoy. It is
satisfying to know that they
learned something.

I hope you have been
strengthened and encour-
aged by reading about our
ministry. We feel very
small and worthless of our-
selves, and all glory is due
unto His name. May the
Lord bless each one of you
as you serve Him in the
places where He has
planted you!

“Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from Him

cometh my salvation. He only is my rock and
my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be
greatly moved.” Psalm 62:1

In Service Of the King,
Kimberly Nolt

The Lebanon Children’s Ministry sends out
weekly updates via email. If you are inter-
ested, send an email to lebcm@Ilocalnet.com.
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Three Essential Qualities for Effectiveness

Humility, tolerance,
and meekness are
three qualities essen-
tial to success in chil-
dren=s ministry.
What exactly are these qualities and how can you
develop them? As we study Jesus’ character and
behold His face in daily communion, we will be-
come like Him. Matt 11:29: “Take My yoke upon
you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly
in heart.”

Though this is the only description He gives of
His character, the Lord Jesus is the greatest ex-
ample of every character quality necessary for
ministry. To be successful in children=s ministry,
our goal must be to develop the beautiful quali-
ties that made Him so effective with children.

Humility

Humility is defined in Webster’s 1828 dictionary
as, “Freedom from pride and arrogance; a mod-
est estimate of one's own worth; lowliness of
mind; a deep sense of one’s own unworthiness in
the sight of God, and a submission to the divine
will.”

Humility is probably the most important virtue
of all, because God resists the proud, but gives
grace to the humble. God honors a broken, hum-
ble heart with riches, honor, and life. The opera-
tional definition of humility according to the In-
stitute in Basic Life Principles (IBLP) is
“Recognizing and acknowledging my total de-
pendence upon the Lord and seeking His will for
every decision.” It is God:-s will that we walk
humbly with Him. (Micah 6:8)

It takes humility to serve others. It especially
takes humility to minister to a child. In order to
be great in the kingdom of heaven, our Lord said
we must be willing to humble ourselves as little
children. We are all children in God’s sight. We

In Children’s Ministry
—Mollie Jo Cassidy

all have needs. Think of a small child and the
vast greatness of God. We think, “How small
that child is!” yet, in light of God:s greatness,
what:s the difference between a small child and
us?

My dad used to run a program for inner-city
children. In his training session with the volun-
teers, he once illustrated the vital need for hu-
mility by sharing a story from 2 Kings 7. Four
leprous men, who begged outside the city gate,
decided they were not going to lose anything by
giving themselves over to the Syrian army who
had besieged the city. So, they went over to the
enemy camp, only to find the army had fled in
the night. They began gorging themselves in the
abundance of spoil. “Then they said one to an-
other, We do not well: this day is a day of good
tidings, and we hold our peace: if we tarry till
the morning light, some mischief will come
upon us: now therefore come, that we may go
and tell the king's
household.”

We are just like those

beggars who have found
something to eat and know
we must tell others who are also
in need! It is not right to view

others as the needy ones. We all
have needs. We don-t have all
the answers, but God has gra-

We are just like those
beggars who have found
something to eat and know
we must tell others who are
also in need!
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Inspiration

God used the pain of
failure to show me the
seriousness of honoring the
parents of the children
| minister to.

ciously given us some. We can most effectively
help a child when we remember we ourselves
were once children. It is only by the mercy of
God and the investment of others in our lives we
are able to help them in any way.

Submitting to authority is an important part of
humility, and necessary when serving in any
type of ministry. There will be many people to
submit to: the leaders, fellow helpers, and espe-
cially, the child's parents. Parents are the au-
thority of the children, and any responsibility
not delegated should not be assumed.

I will never forget a difficult lesson in humility |
learned while providing childcare for a church. 1
offended one of the couples in the Bible study
when | neglected to stay within the limits of the
responsibility they had delegated to me. As a re-
sult, I was reassigned to another cell group. I
was shocked at their reaction, but God used the
pain of this failure to show me the seriousness of
honoring the parents of children He has called
me to minister to.

In the case described above, my re-
sponsibility was to keep the chil-
dren safe, quiet, and happy dur-
ing a Bible Study. I over-
stepped that authority by try-
ing to talk to the children
about their need for salva-
tion in a way frightening to
some of them. | ended up
scaring two girls and offend-
ing their parents. Not only
was | insensitive to the chil-
dren to approach the chil-
dren in the way | did, but I
also went beyond my dele-
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gated responsibility.

One must be sensitive to the wishes of the par-
ents. A practical rule of thumb is to ask: “Do the
parents know about this activity? Do | have their
permission to teach their children?” It takes time
to establish trust between people. If we have not
known a family long, they might be reluctant for
us to teach their children. This is what happened
in my case. Remember, it is the parent's respon-
sibility to train up their children for the LORD.
It is important we do not assume responsibility
they have not given us.

If we are in a public setting, this is a totally dif-
ferent situation. If parents allow their children to
wander around without supervision, they proba-
bly are not too concerned about what would in-
fluence their children. Children without their
parents can be approached freely, but if their
parents are with them, ask first.

As | learned in the babysitting situation de-
scribed above, if I don't humble myself in the
sight of God, He can humble me in the sight of
man!

“l...praise and extol and honor the King of
heaven, all whose works are truth, and his
ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he
is able to abase.” (Daniel 4:37)

Tolerance

Tolerance is the opposite of condemnation. By
definition: “Making allowances for those who
lack wisdom or maturity and praying
they will see and follow God:-s
}-..._ﬂ_\ ~~hways.” (IBLP)
[ % Do not have unrealistic ex-
pectations of a child. As my
il dad has encouraged me,
“Try to remember they are
~ =1 | still children and need our
b uﬂ patience and some time to
] grow up.” Naturally, they
’.f will not have the kind of
maturity an adult would
have. Don'’t take little of-
fenses personally. They are
still learning, still growing.
They need someone strong,
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Inspiration

yet flexible; someone firm, yet gentle
and loving. @
==

The Lord has convicted me of how I
have held high expectations for my
siblings. | realized this was mak- f— ——
ing them feel as if they could not #—
please me. Instead of tolerating
their immaturity, 1 was mak-
ing things worse and strain-
ing our relationships. I have ¢
confessed my sin to my fam-
ily and am so grateful for their tolerance of me.

People often reject children and are intolerant of
them. This is wrong. Jesus warns us in Matthew
18:10 “Take heed that ye despise not one of these
little ones; for | say unto you, That in heaven
their angels do always behold the face of My
Father which is in heaven.” It is the will of God
for you to love and accept every child He sends
into your life. For Jesus said, “Whosoever shall
receive this child in My name receiveth Me: and
whosoever shall receive me receiveth him that
sent Me.” Luke 9:48

George Washington Carver once said, “How far
you go in life depends on you being tender with
the young, compassionate with the aged, sympa-
thetic with the striving, and tolerant of the weak
and strong. Because someday in life you will
have been all of these.”

Meekness

Webster’s says: “Meekness is softness of temper;
mildness; forbearance under injuries and provo-
cations; Meekness is a grace which Jesus alone
inculcated (taught), and which no ancient phi-
losopher seems to have understood or recom-
mended.”

Usually people get angry when their personal
rights are violated, or when their expectations
are not fulfilled. Therefore, the basis for meek-
ness is found in yielding all rights and expecta-
tions to God. It is not surprising Jesus lived in
complete victory over anger. He repeatedly said
He came not to do His own will, but rather to do
the will of His Father.

Jesus not only taught us to be meek, He is the
epitome of meekness. He was an example of
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“strength under control.” He would minister all
day, or be up all night in prayer. And when the
crowds kept coming, His response was: “Suffer
little children to come unto me, and forbid
them not: for of such is the kingdom of

God.” (Luke 18:16)

Jesus became a man, and gave all of His rights,
reputation, and expectations to His Father. Be-
cause of His righteous testimony, He could
speak boldly: “And whosoever shall offend one
of these little ones that believe in me, it is better
for him that a millstone were hanged about his
neck, and he were cast into the sea.” (Mark
9:42) Make sure the pressures of the ministry
don:t come between you and the Lord, and
other people. Instead, let the pressures press

You will reap eternal
rewards as you share the
love of God and the gospel of
Jesus to each child
In your life.

you—closer to Jesus.

May God help you walk in humility, tolerance
and meekness in your ministry to children. The
power to develop these three character traits is
found by walking in the Spirit and crying out to
God for His help. As you abide in the Vine, you
will become a fruit-bearing branch. You will
reap eternal rewards as you share the love of
God and the gospel of Jesus to each child in
your life. Your investments of time and energy
will not be in vain because your heart is one
with Christ. For He said, “It is not the will of
your Father...that one of these little ones
should perish.”

Mollie Jo Cassidy, 19, lives in Stillwater, Okla-
homa with her sister and five brothers, and
parents. Her interests are writing, music,
homemaking, and missions. Molly Jo has an
email ministry for young ladies. If interested,
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Scripture Abide

Way of the Narrow Road

Enter by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate and broad is the
way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.
Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to

life, and there are few who find it. (Matthew 7:13-14)

would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck,
and he were drowned in the sea. (Matthew 18:6)

Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and
someone turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner
from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a

multitude of sins. (James 5:19-20)
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Called to be a Missionary?

—Tyler Griffin & Others

As a young boy, I heard
my parents talk about be-
coming missionaries or
entering some ministry.
In spite of their desire,
the Lord did not open
any doors. They felt per-
haps they were just sup-
posed to raise their chil-
dren to be missionaries.

I often heard and read about missionaries, but
actually being a missionary never quite fit into
my boyhood dreams of greatness. | can remem-
ber telling my Mom one of my great ideas of a
business | could start. She listened to my big
ideas and then replied, “What if God would call
you to be a missionary?”

I was not overly impressed with the thought.
Me? Be a missionary? Quite honestly,
it left me uneasy. What if God would
call me to be a missionary? What
then?

When | was fifteen, God did begin
to call. I was listening to some
tapes by an elderly missionary who
had given his life to reach the un-
reached with the Gospel. He was
crying out for young people to pick
up where he and others had to
leave off. Although I had been born
again two years previous, I still had
little vision for sharing the Gospel
with others.

It took a bit of pounding for the Lord to get the
message through, but finally I heard it loud and
clear. “Son, I didn't just die for your soul, | died
so all could have new life through Me!” | began
to see how selfish my ambitions and plans were
in light of the dying millions who had never
heard the Gospel.

A missionary is not
something you become
when you land in a distant
country. It is something
you are Nnow.

Finally, my priorities be-
gan to change. | came to
the place where | actually
did get excited about the
call I felt God placing on
my life. In fact, | became
so excited that preparing
togotoa

foreign country as a mis-
sionary became the con-
suming focus of my life.
All I did was read biographies and mission
books, learn about foreign lands and people, and
wait for the day when 1 could go.

One day, God startled me: “You know, if you
don’t learn how to share the Gospel and win
souls to Christ here, how do you think you are
going to suddenly know how when
you get to a foreign country?”

I decided | had better try evangeliz-
ing here. It was not as easy as | had

anticipated. In fact, it was not easy

at all. I felt like a fool the first time |

stood on a sidewalk and tried hand-
ing out tracts. But God gave me
grace, and | kept trying. He puri-
fied many of my motives along the
way.

Finally, I saw being a missionary

Is not something you do. Rather, a

missionary is who you are. It is
not something you become when
you land in a distant country. It is something
you are now—wherever you are. Being a mis-
sionary is not just something a few Christians
do; it is the incredible task of being an ambassa-
dor of Jesus Christ. All Christians are called to
this task. It does not take away from the call to
foreign missions—it adds to it!

This changed my perspective. Previously, I had
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We stumbled through
learning to communicate
effectively with children, so
we could teach them about
God and the Bible.

viewed my youth as preparation time before |
would become a missionary. | had missed the
mission field surrounding me.

The Beginning...

I began to see a needy, wide-open mission field
in our own country. God gave me a burden for
children—children who did not have the won-
derful home I had, and did not grow up hearing
stories from the Bible. These children have no
concept of God, and our country is filled with
them.

I began to learn how others start and run
a Children’s ministry. |

talked to my pastors about

it. I spent a lot of time
thinking and praying
about it. But for months,
no doors seemed to
open up.

I was picturing a minis-
try in the inner city—
where hurting, needy
children of many dif-
ferent colors ran the streets. A place where it
would be no problem to go and gather a group
of children at a park and tell them Bible Stories.
I found such a place, but nothing worked out.

I began to get discouraged. One evening | was
again discussing with my parents how | wanted
to start a ministry. They suddenly asked me,
“Why don’t you just try to start a ministry with
some of our neighbor children?”

At first, the idea did not impress me. It did not
fit my mental picture of a children’s ministry.
The Lord showed me this was a remnant of my

Ty
[ J
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missionary mentality—you had to be certain
place before you could start a ministry or be a
missionary. | allowed the Lord to change my
heart, and | began to realize small town chil-
dren have needs as well.

| talked to other youth at church and asked if
they would be willing to start something. On a
Sunday afternoon, we went and handed out in-
vitations across town for children who wanted
to be taken to the park every Thursday evening
for Bible Stories and games. We also went and
invited neighbor children.

We started slowly, mostly with our neighbors or
with children we knew. Many parents were
hesitant to let their children go; however, a few
were open to it, so we began. We had very little
experience doing anything like this; so to say
the first while was stretching is an understate-
ment. We stumbled our way through learning
to communicate effectively with the children, so
we could teach them about God and the Bible.

At first, we would all meet in one
big group, but after many frus-
trating nights of trying to teach
the children in one group, we
started having partners. Each
youth would take one or two chil-
dren, teach them a Bible story and
memory verse, and spend time try-
ing to be a friend. We found this to be
more effective for the time being, as
many of the children were starved for
love and attention.

Later, we would gather back for a time of
games, snacks, and singing before we took
them home. As we went along, we were able to
build positive relationships with many of their
parents, and they would tell us how much they
appreciated what we were doing. Some said it
was the highlight of their child’s week.

We needed this encouragement, as some nights
after a couple troublemakers would make al-
most constant disturbances, we would almost
wonder if it was worth the effort. But over time,
we began to see some of the children changing.
We also saw ourselves being stretched and
changed as we allowed the Lord to use us in
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Testimony

these children'’s lives.

The Worth of a Child...

The following testimonies are from some of the
other workers:

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations...”

I believe this verse does not just mean other na-
tions, it means at home, too. It is a blessing to be
involved in the work with the children. At times,
it is very stretching with the questions they ask.
Most of the children have little or no concept of
who God is or of right or wrong.

While reading through Luke 6:27-38, which
speaks of loving your enemies, blessing those
that curse you, or taking someone’s coat, this
guestion, was asked. “Since this is the way we
are to live, why don’t people do it?” We ex-
plained all are born sinners. We cannot do it in
our own strength. We need to have Jesus living
inside of us to make it possible to live the Chris-
tian life.—Mark Oberholtzer

God used one incident in December to give me a
greater burden and vision for the children. We
had an exceptionally difficult time with the boys
in our group. They were disagreeable and had
bad attitudes. As I silently prayed for them, I
was reminded we are battling the devil in an ef-
fort to plant seeds in their hearts—to show them
Jesus.

The head knowledge was there before but the
Lord impressed on me in a real way that I should
be on my knees daily for them. The influences
they are around everyday drag them down. What
will happen if we fail to stand in the gap for
them?—sSarah C. Hustad

The children’s ministry has been very stretching

God’s word will not return
void, even when it is taught
to children and there may be
no immediate results.
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for me. | am with a group of smaller children,
and it is hard to keep their attention very long. |
thank God for giving me a love for the children. |
pray they will be able to see the difference Christ
makes in my life.

My goal is to show them | care about them and
want to be their friend. Most of all, | pray they
would know Jesus loves them and cares about
them. It is an encouragement to see the differ-
ence prayer and a little bit of love makes in the
lives of these children.—Kurtis E. Oberholtzer

The Lord has showed me the power prayer has
to change these children’s hearts. | can tell the
more we pray, the better the children listen and
behave. My desire is to love the children as
Christ loves them, all the time, and not just
when they are being good.

It is a joy to see the children’s desire to come, at
times even sacrificing school sports! It is a bless-
ing to know we can, by prayer, be more than
conquerors through Christ’s power—no matter
what struggles the children bring us.

I encourage you to seek God about starting a
children’s ministry in a local town or a city.
God’s word will not return void, even when it is
taught to children and there may be no immedi-
ate results. Later in life, when these children are
going through a hard time, they will remember
what you taught them—Christ loves them, and
desires them to be His children. God bless you as
you seek His will for your life.—Justin T. Griffin
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It is exciting to see the children’s hearts soften as
we show love to them. | am a special friend with
a 12-year-old girl, and she shares her problems
with me. It is definitely a challenge to always
know how to point her to Christ—to help her see
how Jesus would respond in different situations.

I know this is my mission field right now—in
God’s eyes the difference | make in even one of
these children is important. We may never know
just how much effect we have made on their
lives, but we can pray the seeds planted will
grow and multiply!—Katrina J. Oberholtzer

I have really enjoyed being a part of children’s
ministry. It is truly more blessed
to give than to receive. This
ministry has been a good
stretching experience for
me. It has helped me to
take my eyes off myself
and be a servant to others.
| feel privileged to be a
part of these children’s
lives—to be a vessel God == :
can use to shine His love into their hearts.

It has been a blessing to watch hearts soften and
see smiles on their faces. It is special to me when
a little girl runs to give me a hug, or a little boy
draws a picture for me. It is so important to have
a vision for souls. May the Lord impress on us
the worth of a soul in His sight!—Careesa Horner

God has stretched me through this ministry. He
has shown me the worth of a soul, the power of
prayer, and my desperate need to depend on
Christ. | have seen God work in the heart of a
child—moving him from disinterest in the lesson
and rejection of the love shown him, to listening

Sometimes the children
come with disturbed
countenances and | wonder
what went on in their
tender hearts that day.

Abide

and asking questions.

I have thought repeatedly: How many Children
in my area have never heard the Gospel? Re-
cently I came across Psalm 2:8, “Ask of Me, and
I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheri-
tance and the uttermost parts of the earth for
thy possession.” There is only one condition in
that verse—to ask. God is waiting for someone to
stand in the gap and pray. Then there is a great
promise: “I shall give thee the heathen”. | pray
others will get a vision for the next generation

and win them for Christ. For God’s glory—
Michael Horner

I have come to love the chil-
dren very much. Sometimes
they come with disturbed

countenances and | wonder
what went on in their tender
hearts that day. | am drawn

to them because | catch a
\ ‘ﬁ glimpse of what their lives

! ‘ v can become if only we let
b - God work through us.
Now is the time to plant the seeds. They are still
forming their ideals for life and may be less
teachable farther down the road.

Children mirror those around them and will
quickly let you know if you are getting through
to them. Sometimes it is hard to know how to be
effective when the needs become so evident, but
it is amazing how one genuine smile of apprecia-
tion from one of them makes it worth it all.

This is just one little ministry in a little town
called Hillsboro, but I believe there is no telling
what God is going to do in His time. He takes
our weakness and shows Himself strong when
we make ourselves available to Him for His
glory!—Miriam Esh

The Vision...

Our vision is simple—to reach these children for
Jesus. Over the last two years, we have changed
the way we do things many times. Although we
have steadily increased in numbers, many chil-
dren have come and gone.

Currently, we have three classes. The oldest class
ranges from 11 to 15 years old; the other two
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God is not looking for
someone with ability to
reach these children. He is
looking for availability!
Are you available?

classes are for the little children, and the ele-
mentary school aged. A leader and several youth
are assigned to each group.

Although we have shared the Gospel, much of
the time has been spent building an understand-
ing of who God is and who we are. Most of the
children come with no spiritual foundation. Un-
til they understand we are not just animals, they
will not really understand the meaning of having
a soul, and the sacrifice of Jesus.

In the oldest children’s group, we are ready to
clearly share the Gospel and the need to respond
Jesus’ calling. We want them to understand be-
ing a Christian is more than saying a
prayer, but then living their life as they
please. We want to take them to the
crossroads where they see clearly

the two choices: all for Jesus or all
for the world. How we long to see ¢
them choose Jesus!

Our vision is to see these children
living surrendered and dedicated
lives that impact their homes, schools, i
and communities. Perhaps this goal

seems lofty. I agree. With all of the influences
pulling them down, it looks impossible. But
when God steps in because of our desperate
prayer, the impossible becomes possible, and
lives forever change!

The burden of reaching these young souls lies
heavy upon my heart. Satan knows the potential
of their young lives! He is desperately grappling
for a grip on their lives through a multitude of
sources. Cartoons and video games are becom-
ing increasingly evil. He is using Pokemon to
show them manifested demons. He is using
Harry Potter to teach children how to become
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witches and sorcerers themselves.

If only we knew the extent of what Satan is do-
ing! I think it would shake us to our knees. Chil-
dren as young as eight years old are declaring
themselves followers of Satan and becoming
witches and sorcerers. They openly blaspheme
Christ. They believe Satan has power and Jesus
is defeated.

What if you were living in a home where drunk-
enness, violence, and divorce are a regular part
of life? What if you were starved for love and at-
tention, longing for godly authority and disci-
pline, and craving for something bigger than
yourself to trust in? Would you not hope some-
one would have the compassion to reach out as a
friend and show you Jesus?

I want to tell you dear friend, God is not looking
for someone with ability to reach these children.
He is looking for availability! Are you available?
For His sake—Tyler Griffin

You are the light
of the world...Let your
light so shine before
men that they may see
your good works and
glorify your Father
| in heaven.

Recommended Books

The Life Of D.L. Moody, by W.R. Moody.
Published by Sword of the Lord, $16

(800) 251-4100

www.swordofthelord.com
booksales@swordofthelord.com

This book is not widely available. The origi-
nal edition can often be found at antique
bookstores.
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Dwight Lyman Moody:

>

cvan

Moody at 27:
Sunday School
Worker

Dwight Lyman Moody, born February 5th, 1837,
was the sixth of nine children born to Edwin and
Betsy Moody. His father died when he was quite
young, and left the courageous mother to raise
the children by herself in Northfield, Massachu-
setts. Dwight’s mother was a strict churchgoer,
so it was not long before Moody was attending
the Sunday school at the local Unitarian Church
with his family. The pastor of this church
enlisted the older Moody children as recruiters
for the Sunday school. In a way, this was D.L.
Moody’s first Sunday school work.

Although his mother was a strict disciplinarian
and very religious, D.L. Moody never accepted

Christ into his life nor saw the need to do so. It
does not appear he was at all interested in God,
but rather, he did not like Sunday.

Because the Moodys were extremely poor, Betsy
Moody was advised many times to divide the
children between her friends. Yet, she was not
willing to do this. The creditors took just about
everything as security for the mortgage. Mrs.
Moody bravely struggled to make ends meet, but
very seldom did.

Dwight remembers one morning, when he was
young, his mother told her children to stay in
bed until it was time to leave for school because
there was no firewood to heat the house. Just at
this moment, however, one of the two people

golist Cxtraordinairg

by Andrew Rocke

who helped them, their mother’s brother (the
other person being their pastor), arrived with a
load of wood. “Trust in God” was his mother’s
creed.

Dwight was forced to work at an early age to
help support the family, but in his years before
this, he had plenty of time to get in trouble. Yet,
he did not seem to mind the consequences that
would often follow his foolish pranks. He simply
found something new to do. He did not like the
work he had to do, so at the age of seventeen, he
told his family he was going to Boston. He left
despite their pleadings for him to stay.

Going to The City

Dwight arrived in Boston in 1854 and began to
look for employment. After days of fruitless
searching (he arrived in the city with no money),
he talked to one of his uncles in the city. His un-
cle told him that if he wouldn’t have such an in-
dependent attitude perhaps his Uncle Holton
would take him on. Finally, Moody agreed to ask
his uncle for work, and with a few conditions, he
was accepted.

One of the conditions was he should attend Sun-
day school. Dwight was unfamiliar with the Bi-
ble. At one class, when reference was made to

Dwight was unfamiliar
with the Bible. When
reference was made to the
Gospel of John, he looked in
the Old Testament.
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the Gospel of John, he started looking for it in
the Old Testament. Soon, however, he started
to become interested. Moody began to get a
better knowledge of Christ.

His teacher, Mr. Kimball, thought “he needed
only an additional personal interview to bring
him to that decision of the will which should
determine whether he would accept or reject
God's provision for overcoming sin and enter-
ing into harmony with Himself.” The opportu-
nity for this interview was not a chance event,
but one carefully and prayerfully sought by Mr.
Kimball, who thus relates the story of Dwight L.
Moody’s conversion:

| determined to speak to him about Christ and about
his soul, and started down to Holton’s shoe store.
When | was nearly there, | began to wonder whether
| ought to go in just during the business hours.

| thought that possibly my call might embarrass the
boy, and that when | went away the other clerks
would ask who | was, and taunt him with my efforts
in trying to make him a good boy.

In the meantime, | had passed the store, and, dis-
covering this, | determined to make a dash for it and
have it over at once. | found Moody in the back part
of the building wrapping up shoes. | went up to him
at once, and putting my hand on his shoulder, |
made what | afterwards felt was a very weak plea for
Christ. | don’t know just what words | used, nor could
Mr. Moody tell.

| simply told him of Christ’s love for him and the love
Christ wanted in return. That was all there was. It
seemed the young man was just ready for the
light that then broke upon him, and there, in ’_/,-"
the back of that store in Boston, he gave
himself and his life to Christ.

As a side note, seventeen years
later Moody was conducting a
meeting in Worcester, Massachu-
setts, and met Mr. Kimball’s son,
Henry Kimball, who was attend-
ing the meetings. Mr. Moody led
him to Christ.

A short time after his conversion,
Moody applied for membership at
Mount Vernon Church. However,
when asked, “What has Christ done
for you, and for us all, that especially
entitles Him to our love and obedi-
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He rented four pews
every week and filled
them with young men from
the streets, boarding
houses or saloons.

ence?” Young Moody replied: “I think He has
done a great deal for us all, but I don’t know of
anything He has done in particular.” The com-
mittee decided not to recommend him for mem-
bership, and three of the committee were ap-
pointed to explain to him more perfectly the way
of God. Several months later, he applied again
and received the recommendation.

His energetic, enthusiastic, and aggressive na-
ture became the trademark of his life. In Boston,
the conventional way of selling shoes was not to
his liking, so he often went out onto the street in
front of the store and cried his wares. No wonder
he soon passed up his fellow clerks in sales. This
energy and aggression was carried over into his
ministry. Moody had it in mind to be a success-
ful merchant. When, after two years in Boston, it
seemed he had not much chance of promotion,
he decided to go west to Chicago.

Go West Young Man

He arrived in Chicago in the fall of
1856. After two days, he secured a po-

g sition in a firm that had greater op-

\, portunities for promotion. His let-

\ters home at this point show that

|\ he was deeply interested in spiri-

| tual things.

He was soon caught up in the re-
vival that was happening in Chi-
| cago (undoubtedly the effects of
' Charles Finney’s ministry). He

}/ rented four pews at Plymouth

¥ Church where he attended, and
/ filled them up every week with

- young men from off the street or from
the boarding houses and saloons.

Moody In Boston
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Very quickly, renting four pews and filling them
up was not enough. As he didn’t like the inactiv-
ity of Sunday afternoon, Moody decided to take
up Sunday school work. He applied for a class at
the Sunday school mission on North Wells
Street. They told him he was more than welcome
to help—if he could get his own class. The six-
teen teachers were quite able to teach the twelve
children they already had.

The next Sunday, Moody led eighteen children
into the school. He knew he was not much of a
teacher, but to gather children was just his
ticket. Soon the little school was filled to capac-
ity. Here he met his future wife, Emma C. Revell,
a teacher at the school.

Feeling confident Moody went to another part of
the city and started a second school in 1858. It
became very large, with 1500 children at times.
Moody had to rent one of the largest public halls
in Chicago to accommodate his large Sunday

school. It later became the Illinois Street Church.

Dwight gathered poor children from the streets.
He used innovative methods to get them to
come. Sometimes he gave them candy and or-
anges and rewards for attendance. His greatest
asset was his friendliness to the children. They
loved him for it. Once the children started to
come, he tried just as hard to keep them there. If
they were absent, he would visit them.

A Typical Sunday

“Sunday was a busy day for me then. During the

Moody’s First Sundéy School Class
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The first time he rose to
speak in a prayer meeting, one
of the deacons assured him he

would serve God best by

keeping still!

week, | would be out of town as a commercial traveler
selling boots and shoes, but | always managed to be
back by Saturday night. Often it was late when | got to
my room, but | would have to be up by six o’clock to
get the hall ready for Sunday school.

Every Saturday night a German society held a dance

there, and | had to roll out beer kegs, sweep up saw-

dust, clean up generally, and arrange the chairs. This
| did not think right to hire done on Sunday, so some-
times with the assistance of a scholar, and often with-
out any, | would do it myself.

“This usually took most of the morning, and when it
was done | would have to leave to drum up the schol-
ars and new boys and girls. By the time two o’clock
came, we would have the hall full, and then | had to
keep order while the speaker for the day led the exer-
cises. We had to keep things going to keep up the
children’s interest.

When school was over | visited absent scholars and
found out why they were not at Sunday school, called
on the sick, and invited the parents to attend the eve-
ning service. By the time | had made my rounds the
hour had come for the evening meeting, where | pre-
sided, and following that we had an after-meeting.

By the time | was through the day | was tired out. |
didn’t know much at that time, for after going from
early morning till late at night with only a few crackers
and some cheese, | was faint and fatigued.”

For the classes, there would be someone to
speak to the children when they were all to-
gether before splitting up into their individual
classes. Often Dwight led the children in sing-
ing—which was something they loved to do, or
else he read Scripture or told an anecdote.

He had no program. The teachers of the individ-
ual classes had to find the lessons they were go-
ing to teach. At the end of the Sunday school,
Moody would take his place at the door and
shake all the children’s hands. He seemed to
know every boy and girl by name.
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Moody was not a good speaker, and he knew it.
His speaking was so poor someone said to him,
“You make too many mistakes in grammar.” “I
know I make mistakes,” was the reply, “and |
lack a great many things, but I'm doing the best I
can with what I've got.” He paused and looked at
the man searchingly, adding with his own irre-
sistible manner: “Look here, friend, you've got
grammar enough—what are you doing with it for
the Master?”

The first time he rose to speak in a prayer
meeting, one of the deacons assured him
he would serve God best by keeping still!
How fortunate this advice was not taken!
Dwight started to speak at the oft held
Gospel meetings when he was in town. The
experience he gained was of great value.

Giving Up Business

Moody was limited in how much he could minis-
ter in the Sunday school because he was so very
busy with his work as a traveling shoe salesman.
However, in 1860, he felt called to give up his
job and devout himself to the ministries God had
opened up for him. He struggled for three
months with this, and no wonder—he would be
turning his back on a salary of over five thou-
sand dollars a year, and he was only twenty-four.
How he came to give up business altogether may
best be told in his own words:

There was a class of young ladies in the school who
were, without exception, the most frivolous set of girls
| ever met. One Sunday the teacher was ill, and | took
the class. They laughed in my face, and | felt like
opening the door and telling them all to go out and
never come back.

That week the teacher of the class came into the store
where | worked. He was pale and looked very ill.
“What is the trouble?” | asked.

“I have had another hemorrhage from the lungs. The
doctor says | cannot live on Lake Michigan, so | am
going back to New York State. | suppose | am going
to die.”

He seemed greatly troubled, and when | asked the

reason he replied: “Well, | have never led any of my
class to Christ. | really believe | have done the girls

more harm than good.”

| had never heard any one talk like that before, and it
set me thinking. After a while | said: “Suppose you go
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and tell then how you feel. | will go with you in a car-
riage, if you want to go.”

He consented, and we started out together. It was one
of the best journeys | ever had on earth. We went to
the house of one of the girls, called for her, and the
teacher talked to her about her soul. There was no
laughing then. Tears stood in her eyes before long.
After he had explained the way of life, he suggested
that we have a word of prayer. He asked me to pray.
True, | had never done such a thing in my life as to
pray God to convert a young lady there and then. But
we prayed, and God answered our
prayer.

We went to other houses. He would
go upstairs and be all out of
breath, and he would tell the
girls what he had come for. It
wasn’t long before they
broke down and sought sal-
vation.

When his strength gave out |
took him back to his lodgings. The next day we
went out again. At the end of ten days he came to the
store with his face literally shining. “Mr. Moody,” he
said, “the last one of my class has yielded herself to
Christ.”

| tell you we had a time of rejoicing. He had to leave
the next night, so | called his class together that night
for a prayer-meeting, and there God kindled a fire in
my soul that has never gone out. The height of my
ambition had been to be a successful merchant, and if
| had known that meeting was going to take that ambi-
tion out of me, | might not have gone. But how many
times | have thanked God since that meeting!

The dying teacher sat in the midst of his class and
talked with them, and read from the fourteenth chapter
of John. We tried to sing “Blest be the tie that binds,”
after which we knelt to pray. | was just rising from my
knees when one of the class began to pray for her dy-
ing teacher. Another prayed, and another, and before
we rose the whole class had prayed. As | went out |
said to myself: “Oh, God, let me die rather than lose
the blessing | have received tonight!”

| called his class together
for a prayer-meeting, and
there God kindled a fire in
my soul that has never
gone out

23



Biography

Moody gave up business
and devoted himself to
expanding his ministry.
In effect, he became a
city missionary.

I recently read in a book how a boy with a kind
word and smile won the heart of a younger boy,
and led him to Christ. The younger boy then led
his father to Christ. A chapter of that book closed
with this statement: “Thus may we see the com-
mencement of the rapidly spreading circles
started upon the vast waters of life, but how shall
we trace it to the shores of eternity?”

That teacher undoubtedly did not know what an
impact his desire to help his students come to
Christ would have on D.L. Moody. We still feel
the impact today, yet the teacher did not see the
beginning.

Mr. Moody was involved with Sunday school,
gospel meetings, and the Young Men’s Christian
Association (YMCA)—especially the noon prayer
meetings, which he established wherever he
went. Indeed, as you read of Moody’s life, you
begin to feel the noon prayer meetings were one
of his biggest sources of spiritual growth. He led
many of them and often enlisted visiting laymen
or others at the meeting to lead.

He gave up his business to devote himself
to these works and to expanding his minis-
try. In effect, he became a city mission-
ary. Often parents would write to him
and ask him to find their son straying
in Chicago. He helped many young
men this way. Unlike before, he was
now always concerned about others’
souls.

Once, on his way home from a
meeting, he met a man leaning on a
lamppost. Dwight walked up to him:

“Are you a Christian?”
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The man flew into a rage and doubled up his
fists. It seemed for a moment as if the mission-
ary might be pitched into the gutter.

“I'm very sorry if I have offended you,” said
Moody.

“Mind your own business!” roared the man.

“This is my business,” the he replied quietly, and
went on his way.

About three months later, on a bit-
ter cold morning, someone knocked
at Mr. Moody’s door.

“Who's there?” he asked.

A strange voice answered, so Moody
asked, “What do you want?”

“l want to become a Christian,” was the
reply.
Dwight opened the door, and, to his astonish-

ment, there was the man who had cursed him for
talking to him as he leaned against the lamppost.

“I'm very sorry,” said the man. “I haven’t had
any peace since that night. Your words have
haunted and troubled me. I couldn’t sleep last
night, and I thought I would come and get you to
pray for me.”

The man accepted Christ, then immediately
asked: “What can | do for Him?”

As | mentioned before, D.L. Moody was well
known for his aggressiveness and boldness.
Once, he approached a young man:

He asked, “Are you a Christian?”

“It’s none of your business,” came a curt reply.
“Yes, it is,” he was assured.

“Then you must be D.L. Moody!” cried the man.

Success?

Now the question must be asked: “Did Moody’s
Sunday school have results?” The answer is yes.
Mr. Moody says: “Some of the most active men
that I had to help me in Chicago were the little
barefooted boys picked up in the lanes and by-

ways whom | had in my children’s meetings.”

I shall close this brief sketch of D.L. Moody’s be-
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ginning years of ministry, the part of his life

when he dealt mostly with young men, children, BeaUt i fu I Wi tn eSS

and their parents, with this testimony of
Moody’s Sunday school. It is told by Reverend

John Vetter: “Jimmie,” said his kind protector,
In the autumn of 1863, as a home missionary, | was Long hIS faltth| friend and gUide,
on a tour in northern Michigan. Arriving at the county “Jimmie dO you |OV€ the Savior’)”
seat of M— County, | inquired about the gospel needs . " ! ) . '
of the place. There was no meetinghouse, no preach- Yes,” the happy child replled.
ing. On inquiring about Sunday school, the man, with “« :
some hesitation, as though not quite certain, said: Can you te” hOW mUCh you |OV€ Him?
“Well, yes, a Sunday school was started last Sunday All my heart to Him | gi\/e;
by a little girl.” I quickly went to her father’s house. P
Mary was all animation telling me about Mr. Moody Love my Savior’ YES, forever,
and the Sunday school in North Market Hall. I will try fOf Him to |iVE.”

| must say that | was taken a little by surprise. | had

not heard of D.L. Moody at that time. But her face was Refrain'
all aglow as she spoke of the Sunday school in Chi- '
cago to which she had belonged, and from which she Beautiful witness for God is he’

was now so far away. Evidently she had caught Mr.

Moody's enthusiasm. Captain Richardson had arrived The tears Of the OI‘phan are WIPEd away,

here with his family but two weeks before, and now a | |OV€ Jesus and Jesus |OV€S me:

Sunday school is started by this girl in her teens. ! ’ !
And that is all I've got to say.

The Richardson family 'Twas the Holy Spirit led him
had arrived but two weeks In the pleasant way of truth,
before, and now a Sunday And he sought and found the Savior

i .1 In the early days of youth.
school 1S started by this girl  snouid he live til¥yegrs ha¥/e sprinkled
In her teens. O’er his brow the frost of age,
Sweet to him the words of comfort,
Since their arrival here, a little child had died in the From the Bible’s sacred page.
nelghborhooq. They were about to bury her without
Lnere) exerses; b My provosedioreadsome — Children, we may love the Savior.

If we seek Him, we shall find;

Are we ready now to serve Him
With our heart, our strength, and mind?
Think of all His tender mercies,

All the wonders He has done.
Little Jimmie's bright example
Let us follow, every one.

to the satisfaction of all.

Richardson bought a pony e
for his daughter, so she was (*‘
enabled to go to the next I

town, five miles distant, |

and organize another Sun- .lI
day school, where preach-
ing was established soon af-
ter, with a revival following
that swept the place.

This biography of D.L. Moody was based on the F Crosb
exhaustive biography written by William —ranny Lrosby

Moody on the life of his father, D. L. Moody. See First printed in The Silver Spray, William H.
page 19 for details. Doane, 1868.

25



Teaching Abide

Why Should I? They Are Still Young

Common Objections to Ministry

The Debate

I will not pretend to be ignorant of the sharp de-
bate over ministry to children. Some people feel
that children are incapable of truly accepting
Christ as their Savior, others strongly think oth-
erwise. However, | will not enter into this de-
bate.

In preparation for this issue, | did a weeklong
study on these conflicts. | read theology written
by men of great spiritual stature who disagreed
with each other vehemently.

I offer no conclusion here. Rather, | wish to
make paramount the one point to which all
agreed: Children are sensitive to spiritual mat-
ters. Further, the convictions they form and the
decisions they make while children are very im-
portant. Consider:

A recent poll, accurate to 2% with a 95% confi-
dence level, found the following:

e 87% of Americans consider themselves
Christian, but only 40% also claim to be
born-again or saved.

e Of that 40%, only one in four had a salva-
tion experience after they were 14. One in
ten claimed to be saved after age 18.

o A full 75% of all those who claim to be
born again made that decision before they
were 14,

Certainly, one can raise many questions as to the
authenticity of these salvation experiences,
but I will let them stand for now.
The polling group concluded
“Most church efforts to evan-
gelize the unsaved is directed
at adults—an age group

which is relatively resistant to
the message. More evangelical
programs should be directed at
children and youth.”

The Bible

Here are several Scriptures that speak directly to
children. Ponder them. They offer insight into
the hearts of children, and they have promises
we can hold to as we minister.

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and
when he is old, he will not depart from
it.” (Proverbs 22:6)

Throughout this issue, you will be introduced to
very different home-life settings. Some may sur-
prise you, others will not; they are all actively re-
producing. The drunkard’s home will beget more
drunkards. A disciplined home will, most likely,
produce disciplined people, but no amount of
good training or discipline will ensure their sal-
vation.

Our training must include the Gospel of Christ.
It is not enough to reform their worldview or
standards. The work of Christ must be real in
their life.

“Let the little children come to Me, and do not
forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of
God.” (Matthew 19:14)

It is often easier to minister to children because
they have not yet acquired the many anti-God
notions of adults. It is not necessary to convince
seven-year-olds of the existence of God. They
will accept it as fact without question. I have
found they will also be ready to recognize an ab-
solute standard for right and wrong and will
readily admit to sin. Perhaps these attitudes are
what caused our Savior to cry, “Whoever
does not receive the kingdom
of God as a little child will by
no means enter it.” (Luke
18:17)

There is, perhaps, no better
reason to minister to children
than the promise of Scripture,
“My Word...shall not return to
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Do we brush off
little ones because they sing
so sweetly and talk about
missionary adventures and
street preaching?

Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent
it.” (Isaiah 55:11)

Do They Understand?

Ministry to children is not confined to street
children or the unchurched. All children have
needs. Our brothers and sisters need to be
pointed to Christ. The little children at church
have needs too. Children surround us. Do we no-
tice them?

Do we ignore little brothers because they walk
around reciting Scripture verses from memory?
Or our sisters because they already dress mod-
estly, and can act very mature? Do we brush off
the little ones at church because they sing so
sweetly and talk about missionary adventures
and street preaching?

A week ago, something happened when | was
putting one of my many little brothers to bed.
His spiritual understanding surprised me.

I leaned over him and quietly asked, “Do you
ever talk to Jesus?”

“Of course!” was his quick reply. “Everyday.”
“But do you ever talk to Him besides when you

IN THE NEXT ISSUE...
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say your prayers before you go to bed or before
you eat?”

“No. Why should 1?”

“Don’t you know why? Jesus loves you and He
loves when you talk to him.”

His big eyes stared at me in the dark. | could see
the light from the closet reflecting off them. He
face was very serious. “I know.”

“Then why don’t you talk to Him?”
“l guess | just don’t. Do you?”
“Yes, all the time.”

“What do you say?”

I told him how | had called out to God that
morning when | was having difficulty at work.

He asked, “Does Jesus care about those things?”
“Yes-”
“l see.”

The next night, I put him to sleep again. | asked
him, “Did you talk to Jesus during the day to-
day?”

“Yes. | talked to him today.”

| underestimated
his understand-
ing. Have you?

our Ol/t[é
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